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Music, as we all know, has no language. It unifies people across

countries and cultures. It is this universal aspect of music that a new

show at Delhi’s National Museum celebrates. Bridging technology and

culture, this unique multimedia exhibition seeks to unravel the

mystique of music by exploring its scientific, artistic and spiritual

dimensions and its reflections in the images of goddesses across Asian

cultures.  

Titled ‘Musical Landscapes & The Goddess of Music: Recent Advances in

Interactive Art’, the exhibition has been mounted by Ranjit Makkuni, a

celebrated technical wizard and accomplished musician.  “The

exhibition provides viewers with an opportunity to enter into the world

of Asian music through electronic installations, digital images and

recordings of performances by maestros,” says Makkuni, who describes

himself as a ‘tactile, interactive and computing designer’.

“Music is essential to the ritual of temples, whether the altar bell,

chants or prayers of spiritual seekers or as a sacred precinct for

performance. In South and Southeast Asia, the temple may be seen as a

buzzing musical instrument,” points out the artist, an alumnus of IIT,

Kharagpur and University of California Los Angeles (UCLA).

The exhibition presents both traditional and new instruments based on

the Indian sitar, Burmese saung harp, Thai xylophone, Korean kayagum,

Chinese guzheng and pipa, Vietnamese dan tranh, and the Javanese

and Balinese gamelan, among others.

New instruments with embedded computation demonstrate

interactions through gesture, touch, pull, movement and gaze. In

addition, through responsive computing, people by their position,

Email 0

Print A+ A A-

More from this
section

St Antony's Girls

Celebrate Joy of Giving

Yercaud Sees a

Trouble-free Poll

Memos Sent to

Unpunctual Teachers

Wallajah Students Do

Well at Expo

History's Most Hated

Mughal Emperor

Making a Difference,

One Cake at a Time

Cities

Chennaiites Make

Way for Japan

Royal Couple

Sewage Incenses

Commuters

Telangana Bandh

United by Music

  

A Mission to Preserve the Beauty of Rare, Dying

Languages

India Gets 10 Top 100 Slots in Emerging Nations'

Universities Ranking

Dutch Activist Finds Innovative Method to

Popularise Condoms

Hyderabad Has High Incidence of Birth Defects:

Study

Is Odisha Government dismantling Satkosia Tiger

Reserve?

Entertainment

Editor's Picks Most Read Most Emailed

Fashion

Sobhita Wins Another Miss

Earth 2013 Sub-Contest

More

Tamil

Vadivelu Follows Vivekh to

Twitterverse

More

Malayalam

TOP NEWS NATION WORLD STATES CITIES BUSINESS CRICKET SPORT ENTERTAINMENT MAGAZINE OPINION EDITORIALS  

http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/fashion/
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/fashion/Sobhita-Wins-Another-Miss-Earth-2013-Sub-Contest/2013/12/05/article1929500.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/fashion/
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/tamil/
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/tamil/Vadivelu-Follows-Vivekh-to-Twitterverse/2013/12/05/article1927919.ece1
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/tamil/
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/malayalam/
http://newindianexpress.com/top_news/
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/
http://newindianexpress.com/world/
http://newindianexpress.com/states/
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/
http://newindianexpress.com/business/
http://newindianexpress.com/cricket/
http://newindianexpress.com/sport/
http://newindianexpress.com/entertainment/
http://newindianexpress.com/magazine/
http://newindianexpress.com/opinion/
http://newindianexpress.com/editorials/
javascript:void(0);


12/6/13 United by Music - The New Indian Express

newindianexpress.com/education/student/United-by-Music/2013/12/04/article1926909.ece 2/3

Anti-apartheid Icon

Mandela Dies at 95

Madurai Dalit

Murdered in Revenge

Attack

Telangana: NGOs to

Resume Stir; YSRC,

TDP Call for Bandh

Tummy 'Clock' Tells us

How Much to Eat

Health

Indulge in Sweets for

Chill-Free Days

Food

'Brahmaputra Cruises'

Among World Top 10

Adventurous Cruises

Travel

gesture and movements control musical events in the exhibition

environment. For instance, in the sculpture, Abstract Woman, there is

embedded a representation of Sri Yantra, which, upon touch, plays back

the 1,000 names of Goddess Lalita.

“People spend so much time interacting with the computer, but we are

trying to create a richer experience so that modern society still has

culture,” says Makkuni, whose works have been displayed at various

leading museums and won top international awards for promoting

culture, peace and environmental protection.

The exhibition comprises  several sections, showing goddesses of

music; forms and sculptures suggestive of the scientific and

mythological imagery of sound; and the compassionate goddesses who

listen to people’s prayers.

There are sections on Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom and

music; Kinayi, the angels of music, from Burma; and The compassionate

figure of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara from Japan. There is also a section

on breath, voice and healing, which explores the healing properties of

singing and its relationship to breath.

“I try to explore innovative ways of building bridges between techno

and traditional cultures. I believe engagement with culture is a valuable

process to spark off technological innovation,” he says.

The exhibition will be on till January 16, 2014.

(Poonam Goel is a freelance journalist who contributes articles on visual

arts for unboxedwriters.com)
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